
 
 

REL 323I  

CHRISTIAN THOUGHT FROM THE SECOND CENTURY TO AUGUSTINE 

Winter 2020 
                                 

                                                                                          
Instructor: Michael Glowasky, Ph.D.  

Office:  214 Petersen Hall 

Phone:  204-924-5614 

Email:  michael_glowasky@boothuc.ca   

 

 

Course Description 
 

This course examines the major figures and ideas that shaped Christian thought from the second century 

to Augustine.  

 

Duration:   December 9, 2019 – March 6, 2020  (Intensive: January 6 – 10, 2020) 

Delivery Mode:   Hybrid 

Credits:    3 credit hours 

Prerequisites:    REL 100 or HIS 126 and HIS 209       

VW Deadline:    February 7, 2020   

Time Extension Deadline:  February 21, 2020 

 

 

Course Objectives 
 

Upon the successful completion of this course, students will have the ability to do the following: 

 

 Identify the major figures in early Christianity and their main contributions to subsequent 

Christian thought;    

 Articulate the chronological development of key Christian ideas at this time; 

 Reflect critically on early Christianity’s contributions to subsequent Christian history;  

 Engage with primary source material in order to construct and present coherent, academic 

arguments. 
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Required Texts 
 

Wilken, Robert Louis. The Spirit of Early Christian Thought: Seeking the Face of God. New  

 Haven, CT: Yale University Press, 2005.  

 

Any ONE of the following (see assignment 2): 
 

Origen, On first Principles. Translated by G. W. Butterworth. 1936. Reprint, Notre Dame, IN:  

 Christian Classics, 2013. ISBN: 978-0870612794. 

 

Gregory of Nyssa, Life of Moses. Translated by Abraham Malherbe. Mahwah, NJ: Paulist Press,  

 1978. ISBN: 978-0809121120. 

 

Augustine, Confessions. Translated by Henry Chadwick. 1992. Reprint, Oxford: Oxford  

 University Press, 2008. ISBN: 978-0199537822. 

 

 

Intensive Week Class Schedule (8:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. daily) 
 

Day/Time Topic 

 

Monday AM 

 

 

Introduction 

 

 

Monday PM 

 

 

The Apostolic Fathers and  Greek Apologists 

 

Tuesday AM 

 

The Early Heresies: Challenge and Response 

 

 

Tuesday PM 

 

Irenaeus and Tertullian 

 

 

Wednesday AM 

 

Alexandria: Clement and Origen 

 

 

Wednesday PM 

 

 

Nicaea and the Arian Controversy 

 

Thursday AM 

 

Athanasius and the Cappadocians 

 

 

Thursday PM 

 

Asceticism, Jerome and Chrysostom 

 

 

Friday AM 

 

 

Augustine 

 

 

Friday PM 

 

 

The Council of Chalcedon 
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Assignments 
 

All assignments are to be typed, double-spaced with a cover page (with your name, the name of the 

course, the title of the assignment, the date of submission, and the word count), proper bibliography, and 

footnotes where required. Turabian citation style is to be observed with 12 point font throughout. All 

assignments are due by 11:59 p.m. (CST) on the due date. Late assignments will be penalized 5% per day 

unless prior arrangements have been made with the instructor.  

 

 

1. Book Review #1 (value: 30%)          Due Date: January 6, 2020 

 

Each student will read and write a book review of Robert Louis Wilken, The Spirit of Early Christian 

Thought (see full bibliographic details above). 

 

Your review will follow the format in the Book Review Guide (see Appendix below). Length: 1,000 

words. 

 

 

2. Book Review #2 (value: 30%)              Due Date: February 28, 2020 

   

Each student will read and write a book review of ONE of the following (see full bibliographic details 

above): 

 

 Origen, On first Principles 

 Gregory of Nyssa, Life of Moses 

 Augustine, Confessions 

 

Your review will follow the format in the Book Review Guide (see Appendix below). Length: 1,500 

words. 

 

 

3. Research Paper (value: 40%)              Due Date: April 9, 2020 

 

This assignment is intended as an opportunity to explore a theological issue or question from the period in 

greater depth. There are two main steps involved in the completion of the research paper: 

 

a) Each student should briefly discuss the suitability of their paper topic and its scope with the 

instructor as they begin to conceptualize it.  

b) Each student will submit a research paper with a clear thesis statement and supporting arguments. 

There should be clear evidence that at least 4 primary sources and 12 secondary sources have 

been used (websites will not count as sources). Format of paper should follow appropriate 

academic guidelines using Turabian citation. Length: 2,000 words. 

 

 

Summary of Graded Assignments 
 

Book Review #1       30%  

Book Review #2        30%  

Research Paper        40%  

         100% 
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Percentage Equivalents Scale 
 

A+ 95–100%  C+ 65–69 

A 87–94   C 60–64 

B+ 78–86   D 50-59 

B 70–77   F 0-49 

 

 

Letter Grades & Grade Points 
 

A+ (4.5) Exceptional performance with evidence of outstanding original thinking, superior 

organization, exceptional capacity to analyze and synthesize; a superior grasp of the subject matter with 

sound critical evaluations; evidence of an extensive knowledge base. A final grade of A+ may be awarded 

only with the approval of the Academic Dean. 

A (4.0) Excellent performance with evidence of excellent original thinking, excellent organization, 

excellent ability to analyze and synthesize; an excellent grasp of the subject matter with sound critical 

evaluations; evidence of an extensive knowledge base. 

B+ (3.5) Very good performance with evidence of original thinking, very good organization, 

demonstrated ability to analyze and synthesize; a very good grasp of the subject matter; evidence of good 

critical judgment, a very good understanding of the relevant issues under examination; very good 

familiarity with the relevant literature. 

B (3.0) Good performance with evidence of a good grasp of the subject matter; evidence of critical 

capacity, good analytical ability, a good understanding of the relevant issues under examination; evidence 

of good familiarity with the relevant literature. 

C+ (2.5) Satisfactory performance with evidence of a satisfactory grasp of the subject matter; evidence 

of critical capacity, demonstrated analytical ability, an understanding of the relevant issues under 

examination; evidence of familiarity with the relevant literature. 

C (2.0) Adequate performance with evidence of an adequate grasp of the subject matter; some evidence 

of critical capacity, an ability to develop solutions to simple problems found in the material; evidence of 

familiarity with some of the relevant literature. 

D (1.0) Marginal performance with evidence of marginal familiarity with the subject matter and some 

evidence that critical and analytical skills have been used. 

F (0) Inadequate performance with little evidence of even a superficial understanding of the subject 

matter; serious weaknesses in critical and analytical skills; limited or irrelevant use of the literature; 

failure to satisfy course requirements. 
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Academic Policies 

 

1. Academic Integrity 

 

It is a serious offence to present a piece of work for course credit as one’s own if the work or a portion 

thereof was done by some other person (plagiarism). Actions of plagiarism harm both the student and the 

reputation of the University College. Plagiarism or any form of cheating in examinations or term tests 

(e.g. crib notes) is subject to serious academic penalty that may include loss of part or all of the marks for 

an assignment/test, failure in the course, dismissal from the University College, or other serious 

consequences.  

 

To plagiarize is to take the ideas or words of another person and pass them off as one’s own. In short, it is 

stealing something intangible rather than an object. Obviously it is not necessary to state the source of 

well-known or easily verifiable facts, but students are expected to acknowledge the sources of ideas and 

expressions they use in their written work, whether quoted directly or paraphrased. This applies to 

diagrams, statistical tables and the like, as well as to written material and materials or information from 

Internet sources. Failure to do so constitutes plagiarism. It will also be considered plagiarism and/or 

cheating if a student submits an assignment in whole or in part by someone other than him/herself, or 

copies the answer or answers of another student in any test, examination, or take-home assignment.  

 

At the beginning of their program of study, all students are required to complete the prescribed plagiarism 

tutorial. 

 

Instructors are required to report all allegations of plagiarism or cheating to the Academic Dean before a 

grade is assigned. The original assignment is submitted to the Academic Dean.  

 

The Academic Dean will chair a joint meeting of student and instructor to hear both the allegations and 

the student’s response to the allegations. The Academic Dean will then determine whether or not 

plagiarism or cheating has in fact occurred and decide on appropriate disciplinary measures. The student 

and instructor will be notified of the Academic Dean’s decision in writing. A copy of the decision will be 

sent to the Registrar and University College President. The student has the right to appeal the decision of 

the Academic Dean (see Academic Appeals). 

 

2. Policy on the Use of Personal Electronic Devices in Booth Classrooms 

 

We consider the Booth classroom environment to be a special place of focused engagement between 

professors and students. As such, electronic devices are allowed in the classroom only for the purposes of 

course instruction. The use of computers, the internet (including email), downloaded material, or other 

electronic devices such as cell phones require the express permission of the instructor. Social networking 

sites such as Facebook, Twitter, blogging and other related activities are not permitted in Booth 

classrooms. The use of personal computers and other electronic devices in the classroom is a privilege 

which may be withdrawn at the discretion of the instructor. 
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Appendix: Book Review Guide 

 
The structure below covers the five essential sections of a critical and reflective review. It is important not 

only to cover these sections, but to cover them in this order and to make sure you dedicate the appropriate 

space to each. So, when reading your book and writing your review, please follow this structure closely. 

 

 

1. Explain title and subtitle, or subject and purpose (think about who might be the target audience); 

show that you have understood this book’s thesis (argument) or overarching theme (10-15%; 1-2 

paragraphs). 

 

2. Set out the basic structure of the book: How do the parts fit together into a whole (explain why 

the different parts/chapters are ordered the way they are to show the logic of the whole 

argument)? (30-40%). 

 

3. Evaluate book: Does it accomplish what it sets out to do? Why or why not? (20-30%). 

 

4. Two things that impressed me positively are . . . (10-15%; 1-2 paragraphs) – Make your reflection 

personal. 

 

5. Two things that impressed me negatively are . . . (10-15%; 1-2 paragraphs) – Make your 

reflection personal. 

 
 


